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WHERE LEUKEMIA MEETS ITS MATCH
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Baseball Teammates Fighting For the Life of One of Their Own!
We need your help! Come out and register with DKMS
(Philadelphia, PA – September 21, 2009) – On July 2, 2009, 23-year-old star athlete Kyle Noonan was diagnosed with Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia (ALL), a life-threatening form of leukemia. Kyle’s only chance for survival is a bone marrow transplant. Therefore DKMS, the world’s largest bone marrow donor center, the Philadelphia University baseball team on behalf of Philadelphia University Athletics, and a group of dedicated students are organizing a bone marrow donor drive at Philadelphia University on October 22nd, 2009. Come out and register! You could save Kyle or someone just like him.
Before Kyle was diagnosed with leukemia he was healthy and strong and a starting pitcher for the Philadelphia University Rams. He had a lot going for him; he graduated cum laude and landed a job just one month after he graduated. Kyle was just four days into his new job when he received the shocking news after going for a routine check-up. “Who would ever believe that a healthy, strong, 23 year old athlete, who had never been sick a day in his life would ever be diagnosed with something like leukemia?” stated Barbara Noonan, Kyle’s mom. According to former teammate and friend, Rob Fisher, “Kyle has maintained a strong mindset and kept in high spirits throughout his battle with leukemia, which has inspired family and friends.” Alone, Kyle can’t beat his cancer. He needs a bone marrow donor and with no matches currently in the national registry, he desperately needs your help! The Philadelphia University baseball team, in solidarity with their teammate, is hosting a life-saving donor drive. 
Every day thousands of patients search the national registry in hope for a bone marrow donor match. Only 3 out of 10 patients are lucky enough to receive a transplant. “I lost my mother to leukemia when I was 14,” stated Katharina Harf, Co-founder, DKMS Americas, “and I have made it my mission to recruit more donors so that other families don’t have to go the through the pain we did. We need your help so we can save more lives.” 
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Registering to become a bone marrow donor is more than a cheek swab; it is a commitment to help save a life. You must be between 18 and 55 and in good general health. When you register with DKMS, you will also be listed on the national Be The Match Registry and can be found as a donor match for any patient in need of a bone marrow transplant. 

Every dollar counts! DKMS needs your dollars to finance the $65 registration cost. 

About DKMS

The DKMS mission is to save lives by recruiting bone marrow donors for leukemia patients. More than 18,000 DKMS donors have helped save lives by donating their bone marrow. DKMS is the largest and most experienced bone marrow donor center in the world with close to 2 million registered donors.  DKMS Americas is a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization. 

For more information about DKMS and to learn more about registering as a bone marrow donor, please visit www.dkmsamericas.org

Contact: Amanda Nable, DKMS, 212.209.6704, amanda@dkmsamericas.org 

Editor’s Note: High quality photos available upon request.
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REGISTER AS A BONE MARROW DONOR


Thursday, October 22nd, 2009 


11:00 AM - 4:00 PM


Kanbar Performance Space


Philadelphia University








